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TOWN of OAKHAM 
 

Board of Selectmen 
 

REGULAR SESSION 
 

 

December 06, 2010 
 

 
Present: 
Clayton E. Rice, Chairman  
Eliot G. Starbard, Vice Chairman  
Dennis M. Bergin Jr., Clerk  
 
Lucy Tessnau, Chief Fred Gehring, Ellie Downer, Barre Gazette, Thomas McCaffrey, Donald Haapakoski, 
Shirley McAfee 
 

 
Recording: Catherine Amidio 
 
 

Mr. Rice called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Motions 
 

• Mr. Bergin made a motion to approve the Minutes of November 1 & 29, 2010 with 
corrections on the minutes of November 29, 2010. Mr. Rice seconded, motion carries. 

Misc. 
 

 On behalf of a resident, Lucy Tessnau asked the board to speak with Highway Superintendent 
Charles Currier about using more caution when plowing Maple Street by the town common. 
Apparently last year the highway department broke a sprinkler when plowing and pushed snow 
onto the pavers. The plastic barriers put in place by the highway department couldn’t hold all the 
snow that was piled in front of the barriers. One of the selectmen will mention this to the highway 
superintendent. 
 

 Members of the police department attended an EVOC training sponsored by MIIA. A 
representative from MIIA wanted to know if they could mention the Town of Oakham in one of 
their brochures. The selectmen agreed as long as it was okay with the police department. 
 

 Former police Chief Donald Haapakoski attended the meeting to discuss the accrued time still 
owed to him by the town. Upon advice from town counsel, Mr. Starbard presented Mr. 
Haapakoski and the other board members with a list of accumulated days still owed to the former 
chief. According to Mr. Haapakoski, he was employed by the Town of Oakham until November 
27, 2010. Both parties agreed to a final payout of $3,562.65 to cover accrued vacation days and 
one holiday. 
 

 Ms. Shirley McAfee owner of Evolve Wellness Center in Oakham attended the meeting to inquire 
about her expired Inn Keepers license. Since there is litigation between Ms. McAfee and the Town 
of Oakham, the town must follow the advice of town counsel. Ms. McAfee said she understood 
and would like to be put on the agenda for the December 14, 2010 meeting. 

•  

 

Motion to Adjourn 
 

Mr. Rice made a motion to adjourn at 8:06 p.m. Mr. Bergin seconded, motion carries. 
 

Next Meeting 
The next meeting of the board of selectmen will be held on December 14, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 


